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Members, we are delighted to share with you the 3 edition of the European
Resettlement Network Newsletter, as produced by IOM, ICMC and UNHCR. There have
been many new and interesting developments since our last edition, which we are
pleased to reflect in the following pages.
On 7th and 8th of November 2013, the
European Resettlement Network will be hosting
the first ERN Networking Event, which will take
place in Brussels at the NH Hotel Sablon. This
event will represent an opportunity for
members and National Network Focal Points to
meet and discuss resettlement efforts in their
respective contexts. It will also afford those
attending the opportunity to learn about
events and initiatives in the field of
resettlement, including the national ERN events
organised by the National Network Focal
Points; to reflect on ways to cooperate to
support an increase in the number of places
made available for emergency resettlement;
and to improve the responsiveness of European
resettlement to emergency, urgent and priority
resettlement needs.
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More broadly, participants will be asked to provide feedback and set expectations about the
development of the www.resettlement.eu website, the ERN News Digest and the Network
Newsletter, so as to assist the Network Coordinators to better provide the support and resources
needed by you, our members.

Introducing the National Network Focal Points...
To enhance the sustainability of the Network and further advance ownership of it amongst
stakeholders, National Network Focal Points have been selected through a call for expressions of
interest. The National Network Focal Points are drawn from civil society, national, regional and
local authorities, International Organisations, NGOs, and faith-based organisations. They will be
responsible for gathering and disseminating information and knowledge on resettlement,
contributing material and input for the website, creating awareness of emergency and priority
situations, and developing activities at the national level.
We are excited to introduce the following National Network Focal Points:
Belgium

Office of the Commissioner General for Refugees and Stateless Persons
(CGRS) – Ewout Adriaens

Czech Republic

Burma Center Prague – Sabe Amthor Soe

Denmark

Danish Refugee Council – Bente Bondebjerg

Finland

Finnish Red Cross – Ann-Charlotte Sirén-Borrego

France

France Terre D’Asile – Matthieu Tardis
Forum Réfugiés-COSI – Nadine Camp

Germany

Die Arbeiterwohlfahrt (AWO) – Katharina Vogt

The Netherlands

International Organization for Migration , the Netherlands – Mia Mckenzie

Portugal

Portuguese Refugee Council (CPR) - João Vasconcelos

Romania

Irina Mihalcut, hosted by Asociatia pentru Dezvoltarea Organizatie (ADO
SAH ROM)

Spain

Ministry of Employment and Social Security (MEYSS) – Elena Alonso

Sweden

Caritas Sweden – George Joseph

United Kingdom

Refugee Action – Rob Clarke
Refugee Council – Charlotte Cooke

More information on the National Network Focal Points can be found at the following link:
http://www.resettlement.eu/page/national-network-focal-points
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UPDATE: THE RESPONSE
TO THE CRISIS IN SYRIA
As the conflict in Syria deepens and the violence worsens, it is expected
that growing numbers of civilians will continue to seek safety and
assistance across international borders. Likewise, as the number of
displaced people grows, surpassing two million outside of Syria to date,
so does the strain on the capacities of communities in the region.
UNHCR has encouraged the international community to show solidarity
with countries hosting Syrian refugees in the region by offering
resettlement opportunities, humanitarian admission places, and family
reunification or other forms of admission for Syrian refugees. These
interventions are critical for the most vulnerable refugees who are in
urgent need of safety and protection.
Resettlement involves the selection and transfer of refugees from a
State in which they have sought protection to a third State which has
agreed to admit them as refugees. Humanitarian admission is a similar,
but expedited, process providing a solution for those in greatest need.
UNHCR is proposing that countries admit up to 30,000 Syrian refugees
on resettlement, humanitarian admission, or other programmes by the
end of 2014, with a focus on protecting the most vulnerable. States are
encouraged to offer places for Syrian refugees in addition to their
current resettlement quotas to ensure that resettlement opportunities
also continue to be available for refugees from the rest of the world.
UNHCR is working closely with resettlement and humanitarian
admission countries to prioritise the most vulnerable, including women
and girls at risk, survivors of violence and/or torture, refugees with
medical needs or disabilities, LGBTI refugees at risk, vulnerable older
adults, and refugees in need of family reunification. Refugees who face
serious threats to their physical security, particularly due to political
opinion or belonging to a minority group, may also be prioritised.
Vulnerable refugees are identified through registration data and
community outreach by UNHCR and its partners, with their subsequent
pre-departure and travel arrangements taken care of by IOM. UNHCR
has been working to increase its capacity to identify vulnerable
refugees and to streamline procedures for referral. As the programmes
continue to grow, additional personnel, equipment, and resources are
needed.
The programmes outlined above will be implemented in countries
neighbouring Syria and in the wider region hosting the largest numbers
of refugees who have fled the conflict, including primarily Egypt, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey, but also other countries in the region, as
needed.

To date, the following sixteen countries have made confirmed pledges
for humanitarian admission or resettlement, totalling more than 10,000
places:
COUNTRY
Australia
Austria
Canada
Finland
France
Germany
Hungary
Ireland
Luxembourg
Moldova
Netherlands
Norway
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
USA
TOTAL

PLEDGE (PERSONS)
500 Resettlement
500 Humanitarian Admission
200 Resettlement; 1,100 Private Sponsorship
500 Resettlement
500 Humanitarian Admission
5,000 Humanitarian Admission
10 Resettlement
90 Resettlement
60 Resettlement
50 Resettlement
250 Resettlement
1,000 Resettlement
30 Resettlement
400 Resettlement
50 Resettlement
*Open-ended number on resettlement
10,240; plus an additional number to the USA

UNHCR has invited resettlement countries to participate in a Core Group
on Syrian Resettlement, chaired by Sweden. The Core Group has been
established to ensure longer-term state support for a robust
resettlement programme for Syrian refugees.
UNHCR is also coordinating a Resettlement Working Group with the host
countries neighbouring Syria and in the wider region to regularly
exchange information and feedback on the implementation of the
resettlement and humanitarian admission programmes for Syrian
refugees.
Aside from the above, countries have offered other forms of admission,
such as simplified and expedited family reunion and the extension of
student or employment-related visas, which are very welcome. It is
hoped that other States will follow suit through a flexible application of
family reunification criteria and procedures, the dispensing of certain
visa requirements, and facilitating the entry of Syrians for work, study,
family, or humanitarian purposes under national programmes.
There are numerous useful websites that aim to provide the most up-todate information, including statistics, on the latest developments
pertaining to the Syrian refugee situation. These include:
 http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
 http://www.unhcr.org/emergency/5051e8cd6-51a47f06c.html
 http://www.unhcrmedia.org/
 http://ec.europa.eu/echo/aid/north_africa_mid_east/syria_en.htm
 http://www.iom.int/cms/syria
 http://www.unocha.org/crisis/syria
In addition, situation reports on the crisis can be accessed through the
following links:
 http://reliefweb.int/country/syr
 IOM Syria Crisis Regional Response Sitrep - 10 October 2013
 IOM Syria Sitrep map - 24 October 2013
 Iraq - The impact of the Syria Crisis
 Inter-Agency Regional Response for Syrian Refugees - 21 August
2013

Officials greet the first beneficiaries of humanitarian admission as they
disembark from the aircraft that brought them from Beirut to Hannover,
Germany. © UNHCR/R. Brunnert 2013

2|Page

Many NGOs have also launched campaigns calling for EU countries to do
more to protect Syrian refugees. To read an example, please visit:
 http://www.resettlement.eu/news/leading-organisations-uk-callgovernment-do-more-syrian-refugees

PRIORITY SITUATION –
SOMALI REFUGEES IN
KENYA AND ETHIOPIA
Kenya and Ethiopia currently host 492,046 and 240,086 Somali
refugees respectively, the majority of whom fled following the
collapse of the Somali government in 1991 and the ensuing civil
war and humanitarian crisis. In Kenya, nearly half a million refugees
are located in Dadaab refugee camp (96 per cent are Somali) and a
further 101,000 in Kakuma camp. By the end of 2012, a further
33,000 persons were registered as urban refugees in Nairobi.
Ethiopia, which was the main destination country for Somali
refugees in 2012, now has six refugee camps to accommodate its
growing Somali refugee population, with Dollo Ado camp since
becoming the world’s second largest refugee complex after
Dadaab.

in 2012). Other challenges include long resettlement
processing periods, with average processing times between
selection and refugee departure of 458 days. To address these
access challenges, some resettlement countries, such as Canada,
Australia and the UK, have utilised video conferencing tools for
selection interviews. Most Somali refugees are resettled to the US,
Canada and Australia, while in Europe, Norway, Sweden and the UK
have also received Somali refugees.
For more information on this priority group of refugees in need of
resettlement, as well as other priority groups, please visit the
European
Resettlement
Network
website
at:
http://www.resettlement.eu/page/refugee-situations-focus

Prospects for the local integration of Somali refugees are highly
limited. While both Kenya and Ethiopia are signatories to the 1951
Refugee Convention, its 1967 protocol and the 1969 OAU Refugee
Convention, they both impose restrictions, for example, on
refugees’ access to employment. Additionally, in early 2013, a
number of civil society groups raised concerns about a dramatic
increase in arbitrary arrests and attacks on refugees of Somali
origin in Kenya. Resettlement is therefore considered an important
viable durable solution for Somali refugees in both Kenya and
Ethiopia. For 2014, UNHCR’s planned resettlement submissions for
Somali refugees are 5,883 persons – 3,673 in Kenya and 2,210 in
Ethiopia, respectively. More broadly, UNHCR has projected total
multi-year resettlement needs of 151,416 Somali refugees in Kenya
and Ethiopia – 141,511 in Kenya and 9,905 in Ethiopia.
The resettlement process in Dadaab has been complicated
by growing insecurity in the camp and subsequent difficulties in
accessing the populations living there, meaning progressively
smaller numbers of refugees have been submitted for resettlement
in recent years (from 8,143 refugees in 2010 to 2,170

UNHCR set up the first camps in the Dadaab complex in 1991 to host
up to 90,000 people. Today, they host more than 492,000 refugees.
© UNHCR/B.Bannon/2012

WELCOME TO EUROPE!
A comprehensive guide to
resettlement

ICMC Europe is delighted to announce the publication of the third
edition of 'Welcome to Europe! A comprehensive guide to resettlement'.
The period since the first edition in 2007 has seen the increase and expansion of resettlement
across EU Member States; an expression of the EU's growing solidarity with refugee-hosting
countries. European resettlement, however, remains characterised by the small numbers of
resettled refugees being received by many Member States, meaning Europe can and must do
more.
This publication is an outcome of the joint IOM, UNHCR and ICMC project ‘Linking-In EU
Resettlement – Linking the resettlement phases and connecting (local) resettlement
practitioners’, co-funded by the European Commission via the European Refugee Fund.
This new edition of Welcome to Europe covers all aspects of resettlement from resettlement
criteria, the identification of refugees, refugee situations, pre-departure arrangements, and
subsequent reception and integration in local communities. This publication shows how these
different phases link together to make resettlement a solution that works both for refugees and
their communities.
Welcome to Europe underscores the life-saving role of resettlement, and contributes to the promotion of resettlement in Europe as one
component of a comprehensive and durable approach to protecting refugees. To submit your reflections on the publication, please contact
Sophie Ngo-Diep at communications.europe@icmc.net or start a discussion on the Community of Practice.
You can download the Welcome to Europe publication here. To purchase hard copies of the publication (17.50€ each plus postage and
packing), please contact Sophie Ngo-Diep at communications.europe@icmc.net.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OTHER NEWS

THEMATIC & REGIONAL EVENT ON EMERGENCY RESETTLEMENT EXPLAINED:
THE DUTCH EXPERIENCE
On 3rd of October 2013, the European Resettlement Network with the support of the National
Network Focal Point, IOM The Netherlands, organised its first thematic and regional event:
Emergency Resettlement Explained - the Dutch Experience in The Hague, the Netherlands. The event
briefly introduced the project 'Strengthening the response to emergency resettlement needs', with
an overview from UNHCR on the modalities and challenges of emergency and urgent resettlement
in Europe. Following this introduction, the focus was on emergency resettlement in practice in the
Dutch context.

FIRST ERN NETWORKING EVENT – 7 & 8
NOVEMBER 2013, BRUSSELS, BELGIUM


The first panel discussed the process of emergency resettlement in the Netherlands, with Michiel
Meinardi from the IND (Immigration and Naturalization Department) and his colleague André van
Turnhout from the 1F Unit outlining the selection procedures involved; Mia Mckenzie from IOM The
Netherlands explaining the pre-departure services and travel procedures; and Nicolien Rengers from
the Central Agency for the Reception of Asylum Seekers (COA) of the Dutch government presenting
their role and the allocation procedure within Dutch municipalities.
A second panel examined emergency resettlement in practice at the local level, highlighting the
experience of a family resettled on an emergency basis. The municipality of Purmerend spoke about
their reasons for participating in emergency resettlement and their partnership with the Dutch
Council for Refugees, which makes such local programmes possible. The Dutch Council for Refugees
and their volunteer outlined the assistance they had provided to the resettled family since their
arrival, and their role in creating a welcoming community by raising awareness in the
neighbourhood about the family’s arrival and the reasons why they were resettled to the
Netherlands.

REFUGEE ARRIVALS


September 2013 – 107 Syrian
refugees were welcomed at
Hanover airport by German Interior
Minister Hans-Peter Friedrich. They
are the first refugees to arrive
under the Humanitarian Admission
Programme (HAP) set up by
Germany in response to the Syria
crisis. In total, some 5,000 Syrian
refugees are to be admitted and
will be granted a 2-year temporary
status, with the possibility of
extension.



October 2013 - Austria has also
offered
500
humanitarian
admission places for Syrian
refugees, with the first arrivals (4)
received on 1 October 2013.



October 2013 - A group of 40
Congolese refugees arrived from
Uganda to the Netherlands. One of
the boys in the group has been
filmed for the film ‘Nieuw’ – ‘New’,
which will be released in 2014.



October 2013 – An Iraqi man
arrived from Lebanon under the
emergency resettlement caseload
to the Netherlands.



October 2013 - A Congolese family
(part of the caseload of 20
vulnerable refugees expected to be
resettled in 2013 to Belgium)
arrived in Belgium from Zambia and
were greeted at the airport by
Fedasil and Convivial. They will
spend 6 weeks in a reception centre
and will
then move into
independent housing with the
support of Convivial during their
integration process.



October 2013 – 106 Syrian refugees
nd
arrived in Hanover as part of the 2
group of refugees admitted through
the HAP.

More information about this event including the programme, presentations and a photo gallery is
available on our website.

© Emiel Elgersma, 2013
STORY OF A REFUGEE FAMILY
The daughter of F.M., a human rights activist and a member of the Human Rights Alliance of
Uzbekistan, described her family’s experience being resettled to the Netherlands at the
abovementioned European Resettlement Network event. She explained that her father acted as a
non-lawyer, human rights defender, providing legal advice and consultations with people whose
rights were violated. He also participated in peaceful public protests to call attention to the
worsening human rights situation in Uzbekistan.
Over the last 8 years, Uzbek authorities increasingly controlled the activities of human rights
defenders and independent journalists, particularly after the Andijan massacre in 2005. As a result,
F.M. also faced persecution and imprisonment in response to his human rights activities. In 2009, he
was arrested by Uzbek authorities on trumped-up and politically motivated charges and was
imprisoned for 4 years. After serving 16 months of his sentence, he was paroled thanks to sustained
external pressure.
“But even after his release, restrictions, persecution and threats did not stop” his daughter recalls,
“there was an extremely high risk of my father being arrested again and so the family decided to
urgently flee Uzbekistan.” And so the family fled to Kyrgyzstan in December 2010, seeking asylum
and protection, and registering as asylum seekers with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in Bishkek.
A brave 21-year old, his daughter further recounts how Kyrgyzstan ignored their asylum request and
even tried to fulfil the extradition request of Uzbekistan and return her father back to the country
where he would face torture and imprisonment again. “We lived in Kyrgyzstan in fear, dreaming
about when after all this time we would be able to live in safety. Finally in May 2013, we were
informed that the Netherlands wanted to give us protection status and as a result we were able to
leave Kyrgyzstan in August of 2013 after a long time of fear, uncertainty and finally, hope.” Read the
full story here.
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The
event
represents
an
opportunity to meet with other
European Resettlement Network
members and focal points, and to
discuss resettlement efforts in your
respective contexts. It will also
afford
those
attending
the
opportunity to learn of upcoming
resettlement events, as well as the
potential for Network members’
participation in such events with
the assistance of the National
Network Focal Points.

To read more about refugee arrivals, please
visit our website:
http://www.resettlement.eu/page/refugeearrivals-europe

