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ERN+ Scoping Paper: “Private Sponsorship in Europe. Expanding 
Complementary Pathways for Refugee Resettlement” 
 
Within the framework of the ERN+ Project “Developing Innovative European Models for the 
Protection of Refugees and Providing Support to New Resettlement”, the International 
Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) Europe released a new report on “Private Sponsorship 
in Europe - Expanding complementary pathways for refugee resettlement”. The report builds 
on initial research conducted by ICMC for a previous related publication, as well as the 
outcomes of a dedicated webinar, and accompanies two parallel ERN+ scoping papers, on 
humanitarian admission programmes and student scholarship schemes, respectively, which 
will be published by the end of the year. 
 
Private sponsorship initiatives, although not always labelled as such, have emerged in Europe 
since 2015 as a tangible engagement in refugee welcome and solidarity, in an effort to 
respond to deaths at sea and migrants taking increasingly dangerous routes to reach safety. 
As data shows, traditional resettlement programmes have been unable to keep up with global 
resettlement needs. Hence, complementary pathways of admission for refugees, additional to 
national resettlement programmes, can play a key role in expanding the options for refugees 
to attain third-country solutions to their displacement, in line with the United Nations New 
York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants.  
 
By presenting a number of case studies, including Humanitarian Corridors in Italy and France, 
community-based sponsorship in the United Kingdom, private sponsorship for family 
reunification in Germany and Ireland, the report defines private sponsorship as a public-
private partnership between governments, who facilitate legal admission for refugees, and 
private actors, who provide financial, social and/or emotional support. Looking at the 
Canadian examples with comparative lens, this research seeks to learn from the case studies 
presented, and to identify common grounds as well as best practices and challenges in the 
implementation of such programmes. It emerges that the definition and division of 
responsibilities between the State and private actors is a crucial aspect, which affects the 
sustainability and, ultimately, the success of a programme. With this regard, blended 
approaches – that can be inspired in part by practice in Canada and the United Kingdom – can 
help fairly allocate responsibilities and costs, mitigate risks for the sponsors, and ensure that 
private sponsorship benefits refugees who need it the most, particularly when resulting in 
additional admission spaces.  
 
In its final section, the paper shares some lessons learned. The differences observable 
between current private sponsorship initiatives lead to a conclusion that there is a need to 
reach a common understanding of private sponsorship, develop a coherent framework, 
streamline different legal pathways, and define roles and responsibilities more clearly. 
Sponsorship programmes should be additional to existing resettlement schemes and ideally 
provide long-term solutions to their beneficiaries, with the ultimate objective of a pathway to 
citizenship. Finally, sponsorship programmes should involve multi-stakeholder coordination 
including experienced resettlement actors, and overall programme monitoring and 
evaluation, so to avoid overlaps, scope for synergies, and exchange best practices.  
 
Read the full report and learn more about different private sponsorship experiences. 
 

http://www.resettlement.eu/
https://twitter.com/ResettlementEU
http://resettlement.eu/page/new-icmc-ern-research-report-resettlement-and-other-legal-avenues-syrians
http://resettlement.eu/page/emerging-private-sponsorship-programmes-europe-new-partnership-between-government-and-local-1
http://resettlement.eu/sites/icmc.tttp.eu/files/ERN%2B%20ICMC%20Private%20Sponsorship%20Scoping%20Paper.pdf
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ERN+ Website Relaunch 
 
The updated European Resettlement Network website 
(www.resettlement.eu) is almost ready to go live. The revamped 
website, featuring a more intuitive and user-friendly navigation and 
enriched content, will be launched by end of the year. Stay tuned! 
 
 
 

Targeted Exchanges on Complementary Pathways 
 
In September and October, the European Resettlement Network 
convened three meetings on complementary pathways of admission 
for refugees to engage relevant stakeholders in a fruitful stocktaking 
and prompt a forward-looking reflection. The input contributed by 
participants will feed into ERN feasibility studies on complementary 
pathways, which will build on ERN scoping papers and will be 
released in the following months. 
 
On 28 September, the European Resettlement Network held an 
informal roundtable with about 30 participants in Berlin to lead a 
structured open discussion on how to enhance existing humanitarian 
admission programmes and develop a sustainable model for future 
ones.  
 
On 18 October, the European Resettlement Network, in collaboration 
with the Institut Français des Relations Internationales (IFRI), hosted 
a second roundtable in Paris focusing on private sponsorship of 
refugees in France. Over 20 participants joined the event, including 
government counterparts, international organisations, faith-based 
organisations, NGOs, research institutes, as well as Canadian actors 
involved in private sponsorship and resettlement. The roundtable 
aimed to encourage an open discussion on private sponsorship, 
through an exchange of experiences and suggestions on how to 
strengthen, better structure and streamline sponsorship 
programmes. 
 
On 26 October, the European Resettlement Network hosted a third 
roundtable in The Hague on higher education scholarship 
opportunities as a pathway of admission to Europe for refugees. 
More than 35 participants from the Netherlands and other European 
countries attended the event, sharing important reflections and 
discussing possible modalities for higher education programmes 
allowing refugees to reach Europe in safety. 

 

ERN+ Recent and 
Ongoing Activities  

 

● ● ● 
Don’t miss our monthly News Digest for stories from 

global media and new resources on the latest 
developments on all things resettlement and 

complementary pathways of admission.  

Sign up for updates 
 

Follow us on Twitter @ResettlementEU  

● ● ● 
 

http://www.resettlement.eu/
http://resettlement.eu/newsdigest
https://twitter.com/ResettlementEU
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ICMC Conference on the 
Role of Churches and 
Christian Organisations in 
Private Sponsorship 

ICMC Conference: “The Role of Churches and Christian Organisations in Community-based 
Sponsorship Programmes of Refugees in Europe: Challenges, Opportunities and Next 

Steps” 
 
On 18 and 19 September, ICMC Europe, within the framework of the ERN+ Project and in collaboration with Caritas 
International and the Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe, hosted a two-day conference in Brussels to 
discuss the pioneering role of Churches and faith-based actors in the development of private sponsorship 
programmes in Europe, namely: Humanitarian Corridors in Italy and France; community sponsorship in the United 
Kingdom, and private sponsorship for family reunification in Germany and Ireland. Nearly 80 stakeholders from 
16 countries in Europe from Churches, faith-based organisations, civil society network, international organisations 
as well as five Canadian experts joined the event, which aimed to identify best practices and main challenges 
across existing programmes, and opportunities to scale them up. Despite the different forms private sponsorship 
programmes have taken across Europe, a fruitful exchange made it possible to achieve progress in defining 
common principles and benchmarks. At the same time, the conference acknowledged the flexible nature of 
private sponsorship and the multiplicity of models it allows for.  
Participants agreed that, in charting the way forward, it will be crucial to strike the right balance between 
upholding common standards and preserving a reasonable degree of flexibility. In addition, the conference 
provided an overview of the long-established Canadian private sponsorship programme, a model which reflects 
key design considerations. These can be summarised as follows: Canada’s private sponsorship is additional to the 
national resettlement programme, it is built upon a clear division of roles between the State and private actors, 
and it guarantees a secure legal status and a pathway to citizenship to its beneficiaries.  
Participants agreed on the fact that private sponsorship is not a legal pathway as such, but it combines legal access 
with integration support, partially provided by private actors. Looking at the role of Churches, participants 
acknowledged that, thanks to their faith communities and volunteer networks, they are well positioned to 
advocate for and support sponsorship programmes and act as real integration incubators. Through private 
sponsorship, local communities and churches in partnership with government and wider civil society organisations 
can seize the opportunity to actively participate in protection schemes and shape a welcoming culture. 

 

 

 

Participants of the ICMC Conference on the Role of Churches and Christian Organisations in 
Private Sponsorship, Brussels, 18-19 September 2017 © Sofie De Mot, Caritas International. 
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Latest EU Policy 
Developments on 
Resettlement 

 

EU Resettlement Outlook 

Resettlement has been a key topic of discussion in the European Union in recent years, with a number of significant 
developments at EU-level taking place over the past several months. In July, the European Commission launched a 
resettlement pledging exercise for 2018, aimed to ensure continued support to resettlement programmes throughout 
the transition period from the current EU resettlement schemes to the operationalisation of the Union Resettlement 
Framework, which is expected to be adopted in the near future. In July, the Commission earmarked an initial amount of 
€377.5 million to finance the resettlement of 37,750 individuals.  
 
However, at the end of September the Commission issued a Recommendation to expand legal channels into the EU for 
third-country nationals in need of international protection, which increased the resettlement target, although the time 
frame under which resettlement would take place was also extended. Recognising UNHCR’s projected resettlement needs 
for 2018 – a figure that stands at 1.2 million people worldwide -, the Commission called for the resettlement of at least 
50,000 eligible individuals to be admitted by 31 October 2019. For this purpose, a €500 million budget will be mobilised 
through the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF). Member States will be entitled to a lump sum of €10,000 
per person resettled from priority regions, as foreseen under Article 17(2) of the AMIF Regulation (Regulation (EU) No. 
516/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council). On 15 November, the Commission further communicated, in its 
Progress report on the European Agenda on Migration, that almost 35,000 resettlement pledges had already been 
announced, with a number of significant countries not yet having indicated the spaces they intend to make available. 
Further commitments are still expected to be made shortly. 
 
Geographical priorities for resettlement under this scheme were reiterated in the recent announcements, with some 
emphasis on resettlement from Turkey, to follow through on commitments under the EU-Turkey Statement. The 
Commission also continues to clarify that resettlement efforts should be prioritised towards countries in North Africa and 
the Horn of Africa, namely Libya, Egypt, Niger, Chad, Sudan and Ethiopia, as well as a maintaining a focus on Lebanon and 
Jordan. By creating safe and viable alternatives to deadly sea journeys, resettlement could thus contribute to stabilising 
the situation in the countries along and leading to the Central Mediterranean route and to providing durable solutions to 
refugees in protracted situations while demonstrating solidarity and sharing responsibility with countries hosting large 
numbers of refugees. Moreover, the EU is actively supporting an initiative, proposed by UNHCR, which has established a 
temporary mechanism for the emergency evacuation of the most vulnerable migrants from Libya with a view to the 
onward resettlement of refugees in need. The first evacuations were announced in November.  

Meanwhile, a focus remains on the future Voluntary Humanitarian Admission Scheme with Turkey (VHAS), conclusion 
of which is expected soon. The establishment of the VHAS was suggested in a Recommendation adopted by the European 
Commission in December 2015. Within the framework envisaged by the Recommendation, participating States will admit 
persons displaced by the conflict in Syria in need of international protection, who were registered by Turkish authorities 
before 29 November 2015. Following their admission, beneficiaries will be granted a temporary status, which should be 
valid for no less than one year. Negotiations between Turkey and the European Union on the VHAS Standard Operating 
Procedures are ongoing but reported by the European Commission to be nearing conclusion. The scheme is intended to 
be activated shortly after approval of the text.  
 
The proposal for a Union Resettlement Framework, tabled by the Commission in July 2016, was referred to the European 
Parliament Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) In line with the EU’s legislative procedure, under 
the rapporteurship of MEP Malin Björk (GUE/NGL, SE). On 12 October, the LIBE Committee voted to adopt the European 
Parliament’s draft report on the Union Resettlement Framework, presented by its Rapporteur in April this year. The report 
calls on Member States to shoulder a larger share of global resettlement needs, up to 25 percent of the overall total of 
1.2 million. It recognises that resettlement should be based on humanitarian needs only and should not be conditional on 
third countries’ willingness to cooperate in migration management issues. It also highlights the complementary nature of 
resettlement and other legal pathways, such as humanitarian visas, extended family reunification, and humanitarian 
admission programmes. With the Council of the European Union having announced its internal agreement on the file in 
mid-November, the Parliament and Council will now enter into negotiations to reach an agreement on the proposed 
legislation.  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_recommendation_on_enhancing_legal_pathways_for_persons_in_need_of_international_protection_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32014R0516
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-4484_en.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2017/11/5a07289f4/news-comment-vincent-cochetel-unhcrs-special-envoy-central-mediterranean.html
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/securing-eu-borders/legal-documents/docs/commission_recommendation_for_a_voluntary_humanitarian_admission_scheme_with_turkey_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-601.257+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
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Global Resettlement: Projected Needs and Recent 
Achievements 

With voluntary repatriation and local integration increasingly 
challenging to attain, refugees are faced with limited options for 
securing a durable solution. Now more than ever, resettlement is 
therefore an increasingly important tool for protection and for 
finding solutions for refugees, while it also represents a tangible 
form of responsibility-sharing among States.  
 
In a slightly upward trend (+ 1 percent) compared to last year’s 
projections for 2017, UNHCR’s latest report on Projected Global 
Resettlement Needs estimates that nearly 1.2 million of the world’s 
most vulnerable refugees will be in need of resettlement in 2018. 
For the second consecutive year, Syrian refugees account for the 
largest share of global resettlement needs (40 percent), followed by 
refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (12 percent), 
and from the Central African Republic (8 percent). Africa ranks again 
as the continent with the highest resettlement needs. 

Taking stock of 2016, UNHCR submitted over 163,000 refugees for 
resettlement, of whom nearly 126,300 eventually departed for a 
new country. The United States of America (78,761), Canada 
(21,865) and Australia (7,502) admitted the highest numbers of 
refugees, but the list of the top resettlement countries also features 
several European ones, including the United Kingdom (5,074), 
Norway (3,149), Sweden (1,868), France (1,328) and Germany 
(1,229). Syrians represented the main refugee group benefitting 
from resettlement with almost 48,000 departures, followed by 
refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (almost 
22,000), Myanmar (over 13,000), Somalia (more than 10,700), and 
Iraq (nearly 7,400).  

 

 

While global resettlement needs are growing, the international 
community is hesitating to rise to the challenge. The USA, after leading 
on resettlement for decades, has decided to set the refugee admission 
ceiling at 45,000 for the fiscal year 2018, the lowest cap since the USA 
refugee admission programme was established in 1980. With the USA 
downsizing its resettlement programme, other actors, including the 
EU, are faced with the opportunity and responsibility to develop a 
more robust and meaningful response in providing durable solutions 
to the most vulnerable refugees. 

In line with the commitments of the New York Declaration for 
Refugees and Migrants (2016), a diversity of actors continue to 
advocate for enhanced global resettlement programmes, also through 
targeted support to new and emerging resettlement countries. In a 
drive to realise the Declaration’s commitment to expanding third-
country solutions for refugees, established stakeholders in 
resettlement as well as new and varied actors are increasingly 
collaborating on frameworks to offer complementary admission 
pathways, additional to traditional resettlement programmes. 

Building on this momentum, UNHCR recently launched a call for the 
resettlement of 40,000 refugees located in 15 priority countries1 along 
the Central Mediterranean route, where resettlement needs are 
estimated at 277,000. To advance efforts on this issue, in September 
UNHCR convened the first meeting of the newly-established Core 
Group for Enhanced Resettlement and Complementary Pathways 
along the Central Mediterranean route, which is co-chaired with 
France. Members of the Core Group include global resettlement 
States, IOM, the European Union and UNHCR.  

 

1 The list includes the following countries: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Chad, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Niger, Sudan and Tunisia. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Global Resettlement  

 

Syrian refugee camp, Karkosik Erbil © Mustafa Khayat – CC BY-ND 
2.0  

Somali refugees © Udey Ismail - CC BY-SA 2.0 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/protection/resettlement/593a88f27/unhcr-projected-global-resettlement-needs-2018.html
http://www.unhcr.org/protection/resettlement/593a88f27/unhcr-projected-global-resettlement-needs-2018.html
http://www.unhcr.org/resettlement-data.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/1
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/71/1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mustafakhayat/11874138685/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/udeyismail/6195769446/in/photostream/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Italy: Humanitarian Corridors 
Relaunched 

On 7 November, the Community of 
Sant’Egidio, the Federation of Protestant 
Churches in Italy (FCEI), and the Waldesian 
Board signed a new Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Italy’s Ministry of 
Interior and Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation extending the 
Humanitarian Corridors programme, 
launched in December 2015. Over the next 
two years (2018-2019), the upcoming phase 
of the programme will allow 1,000 
vulnerable individuals in need of 
international protection to depart from 
Lebanon and reach Italy through a safe and 
legal pathway. The news of the extension of 
the programme was first announced via a 
press conference on 27 October, when the 
latest refugee group admitted under the 
current edition of the Humanitarian 
Corridors programme arrived at Fiumicino 
Airport in Rome. The arrival of the group, 
consisting of more than 120 people, marked 
the achievement of the 1,000 beneficiaries 
ceiling established by the previous MoU, 
which also sought to bring refugees in need 
from Ethiopia. Signatory organisations 
expressed their satisfaction at the renewal 
of the initiative, which has proved to be a 
tangible tool to save lives and foster 
integration, and a solid argument to counter 
anti-migrant rhetoric. They reiterated their 
commitment to accompany the new 
beneficiaries in their integration path, as 
well as to “Europeanise” the programme, 
making it a structural feature of the 
European protection regime. To date, the 
programme has been replicated in France 
where, in March 2017, the Community of 
Sant’Egidio, Secours Catholique – Caritas 
France, the Protestant Federation of France, 
the Federation of Protestant Mutual Aid, 
and the Bishops’ Conference of France 
signed a MoU with the French Ministry of 
Interior and Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Development establishing the 
opening of humanitarian corridors. The 
French edition of the programme foresees 
the admission from Lebanon of 500 persons 
displaced by the conflict in Syria over an 18-
month period.  

 

United Kingdom: Renewed 
Support to the Private Sponsorship 
Scheme 

On the occasion of the first anniversary of 
the community sponsorship scheme’s 
launch, the United Kingdom Home Office 
announced that new resources, worth £1 
million, will be allocated over two years to 
further expand community-based 
sponsorship initiatives and train new 
groups willing to get involved. The scheme 
was established in July 2016 by the UK 
government in close collaboration with civil 
society and international partners, 
including the Global Refugee Sponsorship 
Initiative (GRSI). Since its launch, 53 Syrian 
refugees have been admitted to the UK 
thanks to the engagement of 10 community 
groups. Community sponsors, including 
charities, faith groups and churches, have 
provided housing and integration support 
from the moment of arrival to self-
sufficiency. Within this framework, the 
community organising movement Citizens 
UK established Sponsor Refugees, a 
foundation – launched on 9 October at the 
East London Mosque - which will guide 
faith and community groups signing up to 
the sponsorship scheme. Muslim and 
Jewish groups as well as denomination and 
non-faith groups are now stepping up, and 
more than 30 pledges have been raised to 
scale up community sponsorships across 
the country.  

 

 

 

 
Refugee integration, picture via Pixabay 
(copyright-free) 

 

Private Sponsorship 
and Legal Pathways in 
Europe 

The European Resettlement 
Network Intervenes at a 
Conference on “Legal Avenues for 
Those Seeking Protection. Europe’s 
Refugee Policy at a Turning 
Point?” 

On 12 and 13 October, the European 
Resettlement Network intervened at a two-
day conference in Friedland convened by 
Caritas Germany and UNHCR Germany to 
discuss Germany’s resettlement 
programme and other complementary 
pathways to Germany for people in need of 
international protection. More than 100 
stakeholders, including government 
counterparts and local practitioners, as well 
as representatives of churches and NGOs, 
joined the event. Reference was made to 
the fact that Germany is considering the 
possibility to increase its national 
resettlement quota, thus contributing to 
the European Commission’s recommended 
50,000 resettlement target to be achieved 
by October 2019. Moreover, participants 
talked about different private sponsorship 
models. Caritas Germany backs private 
sponsorship programmes if certain 
conditions are met. Namely, the time-
period during which sponsors need to 
support beneficiaries should be clearly 
indicated and the financial commitment 
should be as low as possible; the quota 
made available under the private 
sponsorship scheme should be additional to 
resettlement, and eligibility criteria should 
align with UNHCR’s guiding principles.  
Germany will chair the next Annual 
Tripartite Consultations on 
Resettlement (ATCR) in 2018 with Caritas 
Germany as NGO co-chair.  

 

 

  

https://pixabay.com/it/rifugiato-felice-gruppo-coesione-1244692/
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Global Student Scholarship Schemes for Syrians 
 
Over the past few years, a number of third-country scholarship programmes for refugees have been put in place thanks to leadership from 
governments, civil society and higher education institutions. Building on long-standing experience of international student mobility, such 
programmes have been established through a number of differing approaches, but all represent a contribution to addressing the tertiary education 
gaps that refugees face. In this way, they also offer refugees in countries hosting large numbers of displaced persons an opportunity to study abroad 
and thus better establish a path towards lasting solutions for themselves and their family members. The following examples represent a snapshot 
of some recent practice that has largely been directed towards Syrian refugees, although further examples exist, such as the World University 
Service of Canada (WUSC) Student Refugee Program, a private sponsorship scheme that selects young refugees of various nationalities in several 
refugee-hosting countries and grants them permanent residence in Canada.  
On the basis of this practice, many advocates are working towards the establishment of student scholarship programmes for refugees in Europe 
that take a global perspective and can be sustainably integrated into the long-term refugee protection landscape in Europe. In doing so, lessons 
learned from recent experience of programmes for Syrians can inform the necessary considerations.  
 
The Japanese Initiative for the Future of Syrian Refugees (JISR) and Other Global Initiatives 
In May 2016, the Japan International Cooperation Agency, in partnership with UNHCR, launched the “Japanese Initiative for the Future of Syrian 
Refugees” (JISR). The programme, which will allow 100 Syrian refugees from Lebanon and Jordan to pursue a Master’s Degree in Japan, will admit 
approximately 20 beneficiaries every year between 2017 and 2021. Eligible candidates need to be registered with UNHCR, be aged between 22 and 
39, and hold a Bachelor’s Degree. Importantly, JISR allows students’ families to relocate with them. The programme aims to enable young Syrians 
to reach their full potential and contribute to peacebuilding and reconstruction efforts in Syria, once the conflict will be over. For 2017, 19 Syrian 
refugees have been selected. As their spouses and children were allowed to join them, a total of 36 people have thus far been admitted to Japan 
under the programme. Recruitment for the next academic year is ongoing.  
Other student scholarship schemes can be found in a number of European countries, including Germany, France, and the Czech Republic, as well 
as in Mexico and Argentina.  
 
 
 
                                                           
             

Student Scholarship 
Schemes for Syrian 
Refugees 

Germany 
In 2014, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) established 
the “Leadership for Syria” programme, funded by the Foreign 
Ministry, to provide displaced young Syrians and individuals who used 
to habitually reside in Syria with the opportunity to pursue higher 
education in Germany. Eligible candidates needed to be registered 
with UNHCR in a country outside the European Union (Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Turkey) or to have applied for or have been granted 
international protection in Germany, and demonstrate outstanding 
academic talents and the potential to help rebuild Syria. 221 students 
were admitted under the scholarship scheme, which will run until 
2018. Like the Japanese programme, the German initiative too allows 
the spouse and children of selected students to accompany them. 
 

                   
Learning together and networking: students of the “Leadership for Syria” 
programme at the accompanying programme in Konstanz – University of 
Konstanz/Holthof 
 
France 
France envisions the admission of 1,000 Syrian refugee students from 
Lebanon over the coming years. The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
offers scholarships in cooperation with the French embassy in 
Lebanon and Campus France, the French National Agency for the 
promotion of higher education, international student services and 
international mobility. Thirty-four students arrived in France during 
the last academic year, with further admissions in the academic year 
2017.  
 
 
 
 
 

Under a separate initiative, a Syrian association in France, Démocratie et 
Entraide en Syrie, has also partnered with universities and regional 
government to provide university places to Syrians coming from outside 
France in recent years. The partners engage other civil society groups 
and international organisations to support the programme.   
 
The Czech Republic 
In 2015, the government of the Czech Republic, through its embassy in 
Amman and in partnership with Caritas and UNHCR, identified Syrian 
refugees in Jordan eligible for the scholarship programme “New Elite for 
Syria”. The initiative selected 18 Bachelor-level students for studies 
through 2021 and, reportedly, eligibility criteria were informed by 
vulnerability and gender equality considerations.  
 
Mexico 
The “Habesha Project” is an international, Mexico-led humanitarian 
initiative which enables Syrian students displaced by the conflict to 
pursue higher education in Mexico. The project regards Syrian students 
as a fundamental asset to intercultural dialogue and peacebuilding 
efforts and, through its partnership with leading Mexican academic 
institutions, aims to raise awareness about the Syrian crisis and foster 
support to scholarship initiatives for refugee students. The number of 
beneficiaries has been set at 30 and, by July 2017, 10 Syrian refugees had 
been selected and admitted to the central state of Aguascalientes. For 
the first year, students undergo intensive language training, after which 
they go on to enrol in a university programme. 
 
Argentina 
At the latest World Economic Forum for Latin America, in April, Argentina 
announced it would grant 1,000 scholarships to Syrian refugees over the 
next five years. Eligible candidates will be aged between 17 and 32 and 
living in Lebanon and Jordan. The initiative, designed by the Argentinian 
government in cooperation with the U.S. NGO Blue Rose Compass, will 
firstly involve universities in Buenos Aires, and will be extended to other 
cities in the country at a later stage.  
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Update on the EU-FRANK Project 
 
The EU-FRANK project2 provides operational support to EU Member States to facilitate the implementation 
of their resettlement programmes. The project promotes experience exchange and coordination 
mechanisms between Member States as well as resettlement-centred research, tools and training. 
To date, EU-FRANK activities have primarily focused on the start-up of exchange opportunities, including 
study visits and workshops. In February, an initial workshop provided a forum for discussion between less 
experienced resettlement States in Europe, which could analyse the key features for a successful 
resettlement programme. The workshop was followed by two study visits presenting the arrival and 
reception of resettled refugees in Germany and the Netherlands. Participants included representatives from 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Slovakia and Sweden. Moving 
forward, Switzerland, an EU-FRANK partner, will invite another group of participants to observe a 
resettlement selection mission. Moreover, EU-FRANK, together with project partner Migration Policy 
Institute (MPI) in cooperation with the Government of Canada (tbc), will host a workshop on how to plan, 
design, and monitor a resettlement programme. In order to guide the discussion, MPI is currently developing 
a “decision tree” to illustrate the steps and building blocks of the start-up process. Several topical studies on 
resettlement conducted by MPI in the framework of the EU-FRANK project will be released in the following 
months.  
 
2 The EU-FRANK project is led by Sweden in partnership with organisations in Belgium, Italy, The Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Migration Policy Institute (MPI), UNHCR, EASO and ICMC, and is funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund 
(AMIF). The project started in 2016 and will end in June 2020. 
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 UNHCR Projected Global 

Resettlement Needs 2018 – 
UNHCR, June 2017 
 

 Communication from the 
Commission to the European 
Parliament, the Council, the 
European Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee 
of the Regions on the Delivery 
of the European Agenda on 
Migration – European 
Commission, September 2017 
 

 Engaging Communities in 
Refugee Protection: the 
Potential of Private 
Sponsorship in Europe – 
Migration Policy Institute, 
September 2017 
 

 Tracing the Channels Refugees 
Use to Seek Protection in 
Europe – Migration Policy 
Institute, September 2017 

 
 Building Blocks of Community 

Sponsorship: Guidebook and 
Planning Tools Based on 
Canada’s Model – Global 
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(GRSI), September 2017 
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Protection in Europe: a Pivotal 
Moment for Strategic Thinking 
– Migration Policy Institute, 
October 2017 

 
 Progress Report on the 

European Agenda on Migration 
– European Commission, 
November 2017 

 
 Building Educational Pathways 

for Refugees: Mapping a 
Canadian Peer-to-Peer Support 
Model – World University 
Service of Canada (WUSC), 
November 2017 
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EU-FRANK Update and  
AMIF Call for Proposals 

AMIF Call for Proposals 
 
The Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) published a Call for Proposals on the integration of third-
country nationals. Under the call, AMIF will support pre-departure, post-arrival, and capacity-building 
activities aimed at facilitating the integration of resettled refugees, also through the engagement of host 
communities. Activities targeting refugees who have been admitted via private/community sponsorship 
schemes or humanitarian admission are eligible for funding. The deadline to submit applications is 1 March 
2018. To access the full text of the Call for Proposals, please check this link. 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/protection/resettlement/593a88f27/unhcr-projected-global-resettlement-needs-2018.html
http://www.unhcr.org/protection/resettlement/593a88f27/unhcr-projected-global-resettlement-needs-2018.html
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170927_communication_on_the_delivery_of_the_eam_en.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/engaging-communities-refugee-protection-potential-private-sponsorship-europe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/engaging-communities-refugee-protection-potential-private-sponsorship-europe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/engaging-communities-refugee-protection-potential-private-sponsorship-europe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/engaging-communities-refugee-protection-potential-private-sponsorship-europe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/tracing-channels-refugees-use-seek-protection-europe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/tracing-channels-refugees-use-seek-protection-europe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/tracing-channels-refugees-use-seek-protection-europe
http://refugeesponsorship.org/guidebook
http://refugeesponsorship.org/guidebook
http://refugeesponsorship.org/guidebook
http://refugeesponsorship.org/guidebook
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/events/legal-channels-refugee-protection-europe-pivotal-moment-strategic-thinking
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/events/legal-channels-refugee-protection-europe-pivotal-moment-strategic-thinking
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/events/legal-channels-refugee-protection-europe-pivotal-moment-strategic-thinking
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20171114_progress_report_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20171114_progress_report_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.wusc.ca/NEW%20website/02%20Impact/Reports%20and%20Publications/educationPathways_07.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.wusc.ca/NEW%20website/02%20Impact/Reports%20and%20Publications/educationPathways_07.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.wusc.ca/NEW%20website/02%20Impact/Reports%20and%20Publications/educationPathways_07.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.wusc.ca/NEW%20website/02%20Impact/Reports%20and%20Publications/educationPathways_07.pdf
http://www.resettlement.eu/
http://www.resettlement.eu/newsdigest
https://twitter.com/ResettlementEU
mailto:info@resettlement.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/amif/topics/amif-2017-ag-inte-03.html

